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of this part and included in the aggre-
gate netting portfolio for the purposes 
of calculating and complying with the 
margin requirements of this part. 

(ii) An eligible master netting agree-
ment may identify one or more sepa-
rate netting portfolios that independ-
ently meet the requirements in para-
graph (1) of the definition of ‘‘Eligible 
master netting agreement’’ in § 624.2 
and to which collection and posting of 
margin applies on an aggregate net 
basis separate from and exclusive of 
any other non-cleared swaps or non- 
cleared security-based swaps covered 
by the eligible master netting agree-
ment. Any such netting portfolio that 
contains any non-cleared swap or non- 
cleared security-based swap entered 
into on or after the applicable compli-
ance date set forth in § 624.1(e) or (g) is 
subject to the requirements of this 
part. Any such netting portfolio that 
contains only non-cleared swaps or 
non-cleared security-based swaps en-
tered into before the applicable compli-
ance date is not subject to the require-
ments of this part. 

(4) If a covered swap entity cannot 
conclude after sufficient legal review 
with a well-founded basis that the net-
ting agreement described in this sec-
tion meets the definition of eligible 
master netting agreement set forth in 
§ 624.2, the covered swap entity must 
treat the non-cleared swaps and non- 
cleared security based swaps covered 
by the agreement on a gross basis for 
the purposes of calculating and com-
plying with the requirements of this 
part to collect margin, but the covered 
swap entity may net those non-cleared 
swaps and non-cleared security-based 
swaps in accordance with paragraphs 
(a)(1) through (3) of this section for the 
purposes of calculating and complying 
with the requirements of this part to 
post margin. 

(b) Minimum transfer amount. Not-
withstanding § 624.3 or § 624.4, a covered 
swap entity is not required to collect 
or post margin pursuant to this part 
with respect to a particular 
counterparty unless and until the com-
bined amount of initial margin and 
variation margin that is required pur-
suant to this part to be collected or 
posted and that has not yet been col-

lected or posted with respect to the 
counterparty is greater than $500,000. 

(c) Satisfaction of collecting and post-
ing requirements. A covered swap entity 
shall not be deemed to have violated 
its obligation to collect or post margin 
from or to a counterparty under § 624.3, 
§ 624.4, or § 624.6(e) if: 

(1) The counterparty has refused or 
otherwise failed to provide or accept 
the required margin to or from the cov-
ered swap entity; and 

(2) The covered swap entity has: 
(i) Made the necessary efforts to col-

lect or post the required margin, in-
cluding the timely initiation and con-
tinued pursuit of formal dispute resolu-
tion mechanisms, or has otherwise 
demonstrated upon request to the sat-
isfaction of the FCA that it has made 
appropriate efforts to collect or post 
the required margin; or 

(ii) Commenced termination of the 
non-cleared swap or non-cleared secu-
rity-based swap with the counterparty 
promptly following the applicable cure 
period and notification requirements. 

§ 624.6 Eligible collateral. 

(a) Non-cleared swaps and non-cleared 
security-based swaps with a swap entity. 
For a non-cleared swap or non-cleared 
security-based swap with a swap enti-
ty, a covered swap entity shall collect 
initial margin and variation margin re-
quired pursuant to this part solely in 
the form of the following types of col-
lateral: 

(1) Immediately available cash funds 
that are denominated in: 

(i) U.S. dollars or another major cur-
rency; or 

(ii) The currency of settlement for 
the non-cleared swap or non-cleared se-
curity-based swap; 

(2) With respect to initial margin 
only: 

(i) A security that is issued by, or un-
conditionally guaranteed as to the 
timely payment of principal and inter-
est by, the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury; 

(ii) A security that is issued by, or 
unconditionally guaranteed as to the 
timely payment of principal and inter-
est by, a U.S. government agency 
(other than the U.S. Department of 
Treasury) whose obligations are fully 
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guaranteed by the full faith and credit 
of the United States government; 

(iii) A security that is issued by, or 
fully guaranteed as to the payment of 
principal and interest by, the European 
Central Bank or a sovereign entity 
that is assigned no higher than a 20 
percent risk weight under the capital 
rules applicable to the covered swap 
entity as set forth in § 624.12; 

(iv) A publicly traded debt security 
issued by, or an asset-backed security 
fully guaranteed as to the payment of 
principal and interest by, a U.S. Gov-
ernment-sponsored enterprise that is 
operating with capital support or an-
other form of direct financial assist-
ance received from the U.S. govern-
ment that enables the repayments of 
the U.S. Government-sponsored enter-
prise’s eligible securities; 

(v) A publicly traded debt security 
that meets the terms of investment 
grade as defined in § 624.2 and is issued 
by a U.S. Government-sponsored enter-
prise not operating with capital sup-
port or another form of direct financial 
assistance from the U.S. government, 
and is not an asset-backed security; 

(vi) A security that is issued by, or 
fully guaranteed as to the payment of 
principal and interest by, the Bank for 
International Settlements, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, or a multilat-
eral development bank; 

(vii) A security solely in the form of: 
(A) Publicly traded debt not other-

wise described in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section that meets the terms of in-
vestment grade as defined in § 624.2 and 
is not an asset-backed security; 

(B) Publicly traded common equity 
that is included in: 

(1) The Standard & Poor’s Composite 
1500 Index or any other similar index of 
liquid and readily marketable equity 
securities as determined by the FCA; 
or 

(2) An index that a covered swap enti-
ty’s supervisor in a foreign jurisdiction 
recognizes for purposes of including 
publicly traded common equity as ini-
tial margin under applicable regu-
latory policy, if held in that foreign ju-
risdiction; 

(viii) Securities in the form of re-
deemable securities in a pooled invest-
ment fund representing the security- 
holder’s proportional interest in the 

fund’s net assets and that are issued 
and redeemed only on the basis of the 
market value of the fund’s net assets 
prepared each business day after the 
security-holder makes its investment 
commitment or redemption request to 
the fund, if: 

(A) The fund’s investments are lim-
ited to the following: 

(1) Securities that are issued by, or 
unconditionally guaranteed as to the 
timely payment of principal and inter-
est by, the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury, and immediately-available 
cash funds denominated in U.S. dollars; 
or 

(2) Securities denominated in a com-
mon currency and issued by, or fully 
guaranteed as to the payment of prin-
cipal and interest by, the European 
Central Bank or a sovereign entity 
that is assigned no higher than a 20 
percent risk weight under the capital 
rules applicable to the covered swap 
entity as set forth in § 624.12, and im-
mediately-available cash funds denomi-
nated in the same currency; and 

(B) Assets of the fund may not be 
transferred through securities lending, 
securities borrowing, repurchase agree-
ments, reverse repurchase agreements, 
or other means that involve the fund 
having rights to acquire the same or 
similar assets from the transferee; or 

(ix) Gold. 
(b) Non-cleared swaps and non-cleared 

security-based swaps with a financial end 
user. For a non-cleared swap or non- 
cleared security-based swap with a fi-
nancial end user, a covered swap entity 
shall collect and post initial margin 
and variation margin required pursu-
ant to this part solely in the form of 
the following types of collateral: 

(1) Immediately available cash funds 
that are denominated in: 

(i) U.S. dollars or another major cur-
rency; or 

(ii) The currency of settlement for 
the non-cleared swap or non-cleared se-
curity-based swap; 

(2) A security that is issued by, or un-
conditionally guaranteed as to the 
timely payment of principal and inter-
est by, the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury; 

(3) A security that is issued by, or un-
conditionally guaranteed as to the 
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timely payment of principal and inter-
est by, a U.S. government agency 
(other than the U.S. Department of 
Treasury) whose obligations are fully 
guaranteed by the full faith and credit 
of the United States government; 

(4) A security that is issued by, or 
fully guaranteed as to the payment of 
principal and interest by, the European 
Central Bank or a sovereign entity 
that is assigned no higher than a 20 
percent risk weight under the capital 
rules applicable to the covered swap 
entity as set forth in § 624.12; 

(5) A publicly traded debt security 
issued by, or an asset-backed security 
fully guaranteed as to the payment of 
principal and interest by, a U.S. Gov-
ernment-sponsored enterprise that is 
operating with capital support or an-
other form of direct financial assist-
ance received from the U.S. govern-
ment that enables the repayments of 
the U.S. Government-sponsored enter-
prise’s eligible securities; 

(6) A publicly traded debt security 
that meets the terms of investment 
grade as defined in § 624.2 and is issued 
by a U.S. Government-sponsored enter-
prise not operating with capital sup-
port or another form of direct financial 
assistance from the U.S. government, 
and is not an asset-backed security; 

(7) A security that is issued by, or 
fully guaranteed as to the payment of 
principal and interest by, the Bank for 
International Settlements, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, or a multilat-
eral development bank; 

(8) A security solely in the form of: 
(i) Publicly traded debt not otherwise 

described in this paragraph (b) that 
meets the terms of investment grade as 
defined in § 624.2 and is not an asset- 
backed security; 

(ii) Publicly traded common equity 
that is included in: 

(A) The Standard & Poor’s Composite 
1500 Index or any other similar index of 
liquid and readily marketable equity 
securities as determined by the FCA; 
or 

(B) An index that a covered swap en-
tity’s supervisor in a foreign jurisdic-
tion recognizes for purposes of includ-
ing publicly traded common equity as 
initial margin under applicable regu-
latory policy, if held in that foreign ju-
risdiction; 

(9) Securities in the form of redeem-
able securities in a pooled investment 
fund representing the security-holder’s 
proportional interest in the fund’s net 
assets and that are issued and re-
deemed only on the basis of the market 
value of the fund’s net assets prepared 
each business day after the security- 
holder makes its investment commit-
ment or redemption request to the 
fund, if: 

(i) The fund’s investments are lim-
ited to the following: 

(A) Securities that are issued by, or 
unconditionally guaranteed as to the 
timely payment of principal and inter-
est by, the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury, and immediately-available 
cash funds denominated in U.S. dollars; 
or 

(B) Securities denominated in a com-
mon currency and issued by, or fully 
guaranteed as to the payment of prin-
cipal and interest by, the European 
Central Bank or a sovereign entity 
that is assigned no higher than a 20 
percent risk weight under the capital 
rules applicable to the covered swap 
entity as set forth in § 624.12, and im-
mediately-available cash funds denomi-
nated in the same currency; and 

(ii) Assets of the fund may not be 
transferred through securities lending, 
securities borrowing, repurchase agree-
ments, reverse repurchase agreements, 
or other means that involve the fund 
having rights to acquire the same or 
similar assets from the transferee; or 

(10) Gold. 
(c)(1) The value of any eligible collat-

eral collected or posted to satisfy mar-
gin requirements pursuant to this part 
is subject to the sum of the following 
discounts, as applicable: 

(i) An 8 percent discount for vari-
ation margin collateral denominated in 
a currency that is not the currency of 
settlement for the non-cleared swap or 
non-cleared security-based swap, ex-
cept for immediately available cash 
funds denominated in U.S. dollars or 
another major currency; 

(ii) An 8 percent discount for initial 
margin collateral denominated in a 
currency that is not the currency of 
settlement for the non-cleared swap or 
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non-cleared security-based swap, ex-
cept for eligible types of collateral de-
nominated in a single termination cur-
rency designated as payable to the non- 
posting counterparty as part of the eli-
gible master netting agreement; and 

(iii) For variation and initial margin 
non-cash collateral, the discounts de-
scribed in appendix B of this part. 

(2) The value of variation margin or 
initial margin collateral is computed 
as the product of the cash or market 
value of the eligible collateral asset 
times one minus the applicable dis-
counts pursuant to paragraph (c)(1) of 
this section expressed in percentage 
terms. The total value of all variation 
margin or initial margin collateral is 
calculated as the sum of those values 
for each eligible collateral asset. 

(d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) 
and (b) of this section, eligible collat-
eral for initial margin and variation 
margin required by this part does not 
include a security issued by: 

(1) The party or an affiliate of the 
party pledging such collateral; 

(2) A bank holding company, a sav-
ings and loan holding company, a U.S. 
intermediate holding company estab-
lished or designated for purposes of 
compliance with 12 CFR 252.153, a for-
eign bank, a depository institution, a 
market intermediary, a company that 
would be any of the foregoing if it were 
organized under the laws of the United 
States or any State, or an affiliate of 
any of the foregoing institutions; or 

(3) A nonbank financial institution 
supervised by the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System under 
Title I of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act 
(12 U.S.C. 5323). 

(e) A covered swap entity shall mon-
itor the market value and eligibility of 
all collateral collected and posted to 
satisfy the minimum initial margin 
and minimum variation margin re-
quirements of this part. To the extent 
that the market value of such collat-
eral has declined, the covered swap en-
tity shall promptly collect or post such 
additional eligible collateral as is nec-
essary to maintain compliance with 
the margin requirements of this part. 
To the extent that the collateral is no 
longer eligible, the covered swap entity 
shall promptly collect or post suffi-

cient eligible replacement collateral to 
comply with the margin requirements 
of this part. 

(f) A covered swap entity may collect 
or post initial margin and variation 
margin that is required by § 624.3(d) or 
§ 624.4(c) or that is not required pursu-
ant to this part in any form of collat-
eral. 

[80 FR 74898, 74913, Nov. 30, 2015, as amended 
at 80 FR 74913, Nov. 30, 2015] 

§ 624.7 Segregation of collateral. 
(a) A covered swap entity that posts 

any collateral other than for variation 
margin with respect to a non-cleared 
swap or a non-cleared security-based 
swap shall require that all funds or 
other property other than variation 
margin provided by the covered swap 
entity be held by one or more 
custodians that are not the covered 
swap entity or counterparty and not 
affiliates of the covered swap entity or 
the counterparty. 

(b) A covered swap entity that col-
lects initial margin required by 
§ 624.3(a) with respect to a non-cleared 
swap or a non-cleared security-based 
swap shall require that such initial 
margin be held by one or more 
custodians that are not the covered 
swap entity or counterparty and not 
affiliates of the covered swap entity or 
the counterparty. 

(c) For purposes of paragraphs (a) and 
(b) of this section, the custodian must 
act pursuant to a custody agreement 
that: 

(1) Prohibits the custodian from re-
hypothecating, repledging, reusing, or 
otherwise transferring (through securi-
ties lending, securities borrowing, re-
purchase agreement, reverse repur-
chase agreement or other means) the 
collateral held by the custodian, except 
that cash collateral may be held in a 
general deposit account with the custo-
dian if the funds in the account are 
used to purchase an asset described in 
§ 624.6(a)(2) or (b), such asset is held in 
compliance with this § 624.7, and such 
purchase takes place within a time pe-
riod reasonably necessary to consum-
mate such purchase after the cash col-
lateral is posted as initial margin; and 

(2) Is a legal, valid, binding, and en-
forceable agreement under the laws of 
all relevant jurisdictions, including in 
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